Applications Open for Elite and Rookies Junior Coaching Squad


with International Master John-Paul Wallace

Preliminary Dates: last 2 weeks in August, Monday - Thursday. Course runs 9am-1pm. 
The aim is to meet once a month, with more intensive periods in holiday breaks. The courses will begin as soon as enough children of similar strength are interested, so please send in applications now if you are interested in principle, whether or not you make the sessions this August. 
Venue: Swiss Cottage Community Centre, 19 Winchester Road, London NW3 3NR
Who can apply? 

The squad is open to all players 18 years and under. Applicants for the Elite division should be very strong for their age if they are under 12 and certainly be competing in tournaments. However, if you are not quite strong enough you can still apply and make it into the Rookies squad – see below. 
When should I apply by?

Applications should be in by 1st July for the August sessions. Early application is strongly recommended so that I can make sure you are in the appropriate squad. 

What is the cost? The cost per person will be £60 per day, or £200 for the week (4 days). 
How often will the squad meet?

The initial aim would be to meet approx one day per month, with more intensive sessions during holiday periods.
How do I apply?

John-Paul can be contacted on 0787 965 5581 or johnpaulwallace@gmail.com . You can read more about him at www.wallacechess.com 

You should mention your age, chess rating and experience including any tournament successes.
I am not sure if I am strong enough. Should I still apply?

Yes, absolutely. I will also be starting a Rookies squad. This squad will be similar to the Elite, but will be less intensive to cater for children that are not quite strong enough yet. However, as a Rookie you will still be expected to:

1) have excellent behaviour

2) be motivated to study chess and improve

3) be able to maintain concentration for extended periods of time

That said, depending on the strength of most of the Rookies, the squad will be less demanding, and may comprise of in-house tournaments and friendly matches as well as serious chess analysis. In other words I will tailor the workload to fit the average strength of the group. As a Rookie one of your goals could be to improve enough to move up to the Elite squad. 

My ideas about the Elite squad:

Something I have wanted to do for several years is to train a squad of motivated, strong young chess players. In many ways this squad would be similar to the Botvinnik/Kasparov Russian Chess School, an opportunity for the best players in the country to learn together, as a group, headed by a chess master.

I progressed very quickly as a junior player. When I was 11 years old I won the City of Sydney Under 18 Championship. I went on to beat Grandmaster Ian Rogers three years later. At 17 years of age I beat the best adults in the country when I won the Australian Chess Championship, a record that is still yet to be broken! 
I achieved these milestones so quickly for a few different reasons. First of all there was hard work and serious chess analysis – there were not many occasions when I did not have a chess book in my hands! Of course it did not feel like work because I was only doing what I enjoyed. I was also lucky to benefit from private coaching. Another big factor, however, was my hunger to improve and to always aim for new challenges. To seek out tournaments where the players were better than I was. 

My vision with this squad is to create something that I would have loved as a junior: a chance to learn the game I am passionate about with a team. As a squad some of the goals will be:

1) to prepare for and compete in big events such as the London Chess Championship and National and International Events

2) to prepare strategies against specific opponents

3) to analyse chess openings in depth and come up with our own novelties

4) to analyse squad members’ games as a group
5) to set up study programs for participants so members understand what to study in their own time
6) to learn about psychology and its application to chess (I gained a high distinction in a Sports Psychology course at University)

7) to play training matches against other squad members

What is expected of squad members?
Members of the group must be prepared to:

1) behave excellently

2) give 100% focus and concentration during sessions
3) adopt a team spirit
